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Welcome to your village Newsletter.

A Very Happy New Year to all our readers.

The News team celebrated a successful 2011 with their annual meal out at 
Alessi, the Indian restaurant in Church Street Audley.  This was a most enjoyable 
night out and what a wonderful place we chose.  The food was excellent and the 
service second to none.  This is a restaurant to put on your must visit list.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the members of the News 
team for all the hard work they have put into each issue during 2011, as without 
their help the magazine would not be published.  Lets hope that 2012 brings 
another successful year for the magazine. 

We continue to try to improve our magazine and we are always eager to listen 
to our readers’ views for any changes that may help to improve the quality of the 
magazine.

News and views we would welcome and we are also happy to help promote 
your events.

Throughout 2011 the parish has provided a number of events for the 
parishioners to enjoy, two of which were, a most successful Medieval Day, then 
in September we had the ‘It’s Good to live in Audley Day’.  We hope that this will 
continue during 2012, with the help from the many voluntary groups in our parish.

Sadly we also have to remember all the people who have passed away during 
2011 throughout our parish, many who have contributed to make our village life 
so worthwhile.  To their friends and family we send our condolences.

We at the magazine hope that you enjoy our latest issue.
Ernie Moulton Editor.

At a meeting of the Audley & District 
Parish Council on the 17th November 
2011, in the Pensioners Hall Church 
Street, Bert Proctor, Chairman of 
the Parish Council, can been seen 
pictured on the right presenting a long 
& loyal service award to Councillor 
Ethel Brayford of Wood Lane, who was 
accompanied by her son Alan.

Ethel, who has served the local 
comunities of Wood Lane and Bignall 
End over a span of 3 decades, retired 
in May 2011 at the wonderful age of 
89 years.

Chairman Bert Proctor presented 
Ethel with a commemorative plate 
which had been hand painted by Dan 
Smith who is one of the most sought 
after artists working in the local 
ceramics industry.  Dan was also born 
and bred in Wood Lane.

Bert, went on to say, “Ethel has 
been active ensuring that parishioners’ 
issues have been presented to the 
Parish Council or indeed at Borough or 
County level when necessary”.

Ethel followed her late husband Les 
into local politics and her long and loyal 
service has been greatly appreciated by
the people whom she has represented.

At the presentation the whole of 
the Parish Council thanked Ethel for 
her dedicated service to the local 
community and expressed their best 
wishes to her in her retirement.

We at the Newsletter wish also to 
express the thanks of the people of

Wood Lane and Bignall End for all the 
hard work done by Ethel.              

A second celebration was held on 
the 30th December at the Wood Lane 
Cricket Club, when Ethel celebrated 
her 90th birthday, which was attended 
by her family and friends.  Tributes 
were paid to her by her grandaughter, 
to a wonderful gran and a great public 
servant.  

Editor.

Service Awards for local Councillor
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What’s in a Name? -  The Unnamed Society (part 2).
The next production by the society in December 1948 was also its first pantomime.
It was Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp presented for 7 nights.

The cast of Aladdin and a scene in which Beryl Webb (Princess’s Maid), Jack Aldridge (Ali Pasha), Joan Rowley (Princess So 
Sweet), John Hodgkinson (Abanazar), Doris Burgess (Aladdin), Vic Burgess (Grand Vizier) and Jack Stocker (Sultan) appear.  The 
pantomime included a song and dance group of local young girls who had been formed by the society and given the name 
The Bignall End Babes.  They were Sylvia Gater, Lorna Dean, Patricia Durber, Barbara Green, Betty Pye, Margery Pipe, 
Brenda Cowan and Beryl Cowan.

1949 saw the final production by John R. Jones for the society.  It was The Gathering Storm in which Edgar Mayer, 
Everard Rhodes, Vic Burgess, John Hodgkinson, Sidney Leighton, Daisy Lockett, Doris Burgess, John R. Jones, Marian Jervis 
and Ida Gibbons took part.  John R. Jones’ work took him to Wolverhampton and the last the group heard of him in later years 
was that he had retired to a cottage in Shropshire.

The pantomime, Babes in the Wood, was produced in January 1950 by John Hodgkinson and the script was by Vic 
Burgess, Frank Jervis and John Hodgkinson.  The cast in the photos below includes Jean Howell (Jack), Brenda Webb (Jill), 
Doris Burgess (Robin Hood), Beryl Webb (Maid Marion), John Hodgkinson (Baron Stonybroke), Frank Jervis (Simple Simon), Vic 
Burgess (Idle Jack), Arthur Burgess (Dame Trott), Ida Gibbons (Keyhole Kate), Dorothy Burgess (Will Scarlet), Sylvia Gater (Fairy),  
Arthur Forster (Freeman), Everard Rhodes (Hardy), Wilf Gibbons (Willis), and Irene Cooper (Fairy Dancer).  
The Bignall End Babes were Barbara Green, Patricia Durber, Betty Pye, Lorna Dean, Cynthia Sumnall, Shirley Orton, 
Margaret Riley and Dorothy Lowe. 

Following the departure of John R. Jones, a search for a new producer began.  In the meantime the farce Rookery Nook 
was produced by John Hodgkinson in September 1950.  It ran for seven nights to break all records as 1400 people saw 
it.  Then John Billington stepped in to take over as producer for the winter pantomime.  He had spent several years with the 
Audley St. James Players before the group disbanded in 1948 (see Audley Historian no.11 for a history of that group).  
He was to be resonsible for all future presentations, whilst Frank Jervis, Vic Burgess and John Hodgkinson would produce the 
pantomime scripts, Frank Jervis would produce the music and Enoch Jones would play the piano during performances.



audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 5Audley & District Family History Society

The winter pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk was performed over 10 nights in January 1951.  The cast was: Arthur 
Burgess, Beryl Webb, Everard Rhodes, John Hodgkinson, Arthur Forster, Wilf Gibbons, Irene Cooper, Ida Gibbons, Dorothy 
Burgess, Margaret Worthington, Pat Goodall, Vic Burgess, Frank Jervis, Shirley Orton, George Howell, Terry Smith, Barbara 
Green and Aileen Brayford.  The Bignall End Babes were:  Brenda Webb, Jean Howell, Ann Howell, Sheila Platt, Sheila 
Evans, Annette Scrivens, Wendy Roberts, Barbara Holland, Ann Brindley, Christine Eardley, Ilene Ruscoe, Jean Scott and Pat 
Austin.  Len Scrivens was stage manager, assisted by Bill Haywood; Edgar Mayer stage electrician; Marian Jervis prompter; 
Len Harrison electrical adviser; Aileen Brayford chorus mistress; make-up by John Billington, H. Pickering, Barbara Guest and 
Ivy Lockett; speciality songs by Brenda & Beryl Cowan; costumes by Daisy Lockett; scenery by Vic Burgess, E. Rhodes, L. 
Scrivens and W. Haywood; comedy song lyrics by Frank Jervis; musical accompaniment by Bert Taylor; the violinist was Ronald 
Cooper and production by John Billington.

A scene from Jack and the Beanstalk
(Dolly) Dorothy Burgess, (Tilly) Ida Gibbons, (top 
hats are the) two Cowan twins, Barbara Green 
and Arthur Burgess.

1951 brought presentations jointly produced 
by John Hodgkinson and John Billington.  They 
were the Ben Travers farce Thark in April and 
The Gioconda Smile by Aldous Huxley in 
September.

The pantomime, over two weeks, in January 
1952 was Cinderella, also a joint production 
as above.

The scene from Cinderella shows Shirley Orton (Fairy Godmother) (at left), George Howell, Aileen Brayford (Dandini) (3rd 
from left), Beryl and Brenda Cowan (The Little Dancers) (in top hats), Beryl Webb (Cinderella) (in coach), Margaret Worthington  
(Prince Charming) and John Hodgkinson (King).

In 1952 Queen Elizabeth Slept Here was presented in April.

I wish to thank Marian Jervis, Geoff Farrington and Ernie Moulton for their contributions to this article.
Further parts will follow in the 2012 editions of the newsletter.

Clive Millington.
*******************************************

Audley & District Family History Society
The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall:  Admission £1.00 to non-members.  All welcome.

Research 2.00-4.00pm on the first Wednesday in every month.
Talk 7.30-9.00pm Friday 2nd March “The Battle of Blore Heath 1459”.

Talk 7.30-9.00pm Friday 4th May “World War 2 Czechoslovak Legionaries in Cheshire”
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk    Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist
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The Walkers - a tribute, often heard but rarely seen.
Joan and Arthur Walker of Albert Street 
Bignall End, joined Audley Bellringers 
in the early 1970s and became valued 
members, completing many years of 
exemplary service.

Arthur became the regular flag 
hoister at St James Church Audley and 
as a result was known to the other 
members of the band as ‘Captain 
Flag’.

He carried out the duties associated 
with that post admirably and co-
ordinated meticulously with the annual 
published list of dates for flag hoisting.  
The flag in those days being purchased 
‘as required’ by a former choir member 
and acquired by Arthur who knew 
where to shop for the best quality at 
competitive prices.

Joan became an efficient change 
ringer and Arthur was placed in charge 
of the three quarter ton tenor bell, 
which he always rang.

Anyone reading the piece on bell 
ringing in the Audley Parish Millenium 
book will know that the Audley tower 
took part in competitive ringing and 
almost won the 1982 competition for 
Eight Bell ringing, when taking the 
runners up position, losing out by half a 
point.  Joan and Arthur were members 
of that group.

As many parishioners will remember, 
the Church and flag were illuminated 
each year and a Christmas tree created.  
The lights, tree and flag illumination 
had to be in place for the carol service, 

which as now, takes place on the 
Sunday before Christmas.

Good weather was prayed for on 
those occasions but very often the 
prayers were unheeded, impending 
dates which had seemed light years 
away were approaching.  With eight 
flood lights around the church and an 
illuminated fourteen feet Christmas 
tree, things were bound to go wrong 
and invariably did.  As is usual at the 
most inappropriate times.  A phone 
call to Arthur Walker, seeking his 
assistance to rectify always prompted 
the same response. “I’ll be there 
in ten minutes” Arthur Walker 
always was.

As readers of the Audley Community 
News will know Joan and Arthur passed  
away last year.

Their contribution to the Bell Ringing 
scene in Audley is dearly remembered 
and much appreciated.  Joan, who was 
advised to give up ringing because of 
an arthritic condition in her fingers, 
completed thirty years service.

Arthur continued until the Church fire 
in 2007 and had then completed thirty 
six years service.  During that time he 
was also a long serving member of the 
Parochial Church Council.

 Joan and Arthur will be sadly missed 
by so many.                        

Reg Proctor.

Audley Bell Ringers 1982, Back row left to righ: Arthur Walker, Reg Proctor, J Johnson. 
R Morris.  Front left to right: Joan Walker, P Tomkinson. Albert Woodvine, B Morris.

Remembrance Service
The Parish of Audley once again showed their support 
at the Cenotaph outside St James’ Church at the 
Remembrance Service held on November 13th 2011.  A 
crowd of between 250 to 300 people congregated around 
the memorial cenotaph to express their respect for the 
fallen heroes from the past wars.

The service was conducted by the Reverend Jennie 
MacGregor from the Audley Methodist Church and 
Kiproctich Chelashaw a minister from St James’ Church 
who were supported by the Audley Brass Band.

Wreaths were laid by many of the local organisations 
and voluntary groups and children from the local schools, 
scouts, guides, cubs and brownies.

This was a fitting tribute to our fallen heroes.
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Sir Thomas Boughey School / TALES, TALENTS AND TRAVELS
Since the last edition, life at Sir Thomas 
Boughey has continued to flourish.

The Year Seven Christmas Concert 
took place, where all tutor groups 
worked together to produce an 
enjoyable evening of entertainment.  
Each tutor group focused on a different 
interpretation of Christmas, whether it 
was the Christmas X Factor, a modern 
day version of the traditional story ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ or poetry.

Regardless of the theme explored, 
all pupils performed extremely well, 
especially given the fact that, for many, 
this was their first appearance on the 
school stage.  All pupils involved are to 
be congratulated on their involvement 
in this event, photo top right.

Continuing on the theme of 
Christmas, pupils at Sir Thomas 
Boughey like to recognise that not all 
children are as fortunate as themselves 
and that, for some, Christmas does not 
involve the receiving of gifts.  

For this reason, the school council 
made the decision to get involved in 
the Salvation Army Toy Appeal, where 
tutor groups raise money in order to 
purchase gifts.

As can be seen in the picture centre 
right of this article, the school stage 
was filled with toys for boys and girls 
of all ages, which were then collected 
by the Salvation Army and distributed 
to children who would otherwise have 
been without a present on Christmas 
Day.

Pupils are to be commended on their 
generosity and thoughtfulness.

In November, the school held its 
annual Awards Evening.  During this 
event, the achievement of pupils both 
past and present is recognised.

It is the evening where 2011 leavers 
collect their official GCSE certificates 
and current pupils receive awards 
for a wide range of categories, some 
of which include achievements in 
specific subjects, their involvement in 
sporting events, art competitions, music 
performances, excellent attendance and 
excellent progress.

The guest speaker this year was an ex-
pupil, who is now a highly successful 
local business man, which clearly 
supported the theme of the evening: 
success at Sir Thomas Boughey.  

Mr. Gould delivering his Head 
Teacher’s report pictured bottom right.

Yet again, this term has been (and 
will continue to be) a busy one.

Year Eleven are busy preparing for 
their final examinations, Year Nine are 
thinking about their options choices, 
all pupils have been (or are currently ) 
involved in writing their whole school 
tutor assembly and the list continues.

Many pupils are anxiously awaiting 
the Easter holiday as there are 
numerous excursions taking place: a 
trip to London to watch a production 
of ‘Blood Brothers’ and complete 
backstage tours; a skiing trip to the 
Austrian ski resort of Saalbach and a 
Geography trip to Sorrento.

It is hoped that all pupils will have a 
thoroughly enjoyable experience.
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Save Podmore Pool

The historic pool in Podmore Nature 
Reserve, Halmer End is in danger of 
being lost!

In the summer of 2011 the pool 
dried up completely and all fish died.  
The habitat and its surrounds are 
a biodiversity site and are home to 
hundreds of frogs and toads; Mallard 
ducks; coots; moorhens; dragonflies 
and a multitude of other life that exists 
in the English countryside.

Apart from the lack of rainfall, the 
area also loses water through a long 
standing leak in the fabric of the pond 
and it is also being choked by invasive 
vegetation.

The nature reserve is owned 
and managed by the Environmetal 
Department of Newcastle Borough 
Council with practical help and input 
from the Podmore Conservation Group.

The time has come for serious 
conservation work to be done to save 
this pool for future generations.

The whole area, together with the 
adjoining Bateswood Country Park and

the Minnie Pit Memorial Site in Red Hall 
Lane, were in Victorian Times, a noisy 
and productive coal mining complex.  
The Podmore pit shaft and winding 
engine house were nearby to the pool, 
which was orginally built as a reservoir 
to hold water for the colliery boilers.  
Steam was king in Victorian England.

Podmore pool is part of our coal 
mining heritage and every effort 
should be made to save it for future 
generations.  They will know little 
enough about past generations who 

toiled underground in the rich North 
Staffordshire coal seams to earn a 
living.  It should be saved also to protect 
the wildlife that has found a home in our 
village.

Anyone wishing to help the Podmore 
Conservation Group should contact 
either:  

Roland Minshall on 01782 722648
or

Ray Dale on 01782 720292

Halmer End Methodist Church Opens Its Doors

deaths.
It was a Saturday morning and 

the mine was full of men when the 
explosion happened.

Rescue teams from all over the North 
Staffordshire Coal fields were mobilised 
to help search for the survivors.

Records show that in fact 156 men 
died in the disaster, when two days 
after the disaster, Hugh Doorbar, captain

of the Birchwood Colliery No1 rescue 
team, also lost his life due to his 
injuries he received during the rescue.

Halmer End Methodist Church 
displayed a candlelit remembrance 
cross, seen in the photograph above 
which included a model of the Minnie 
Pit are:

Raymond Dale, Rita Jones, Rev 
Jenny Macgregor and Mary Gibson.

January 12th 1918 saw the worst 
mining disaster ever recorded in the 
North Staffordshire coal fields, when 
155 men perished in the Minnie Pit 
Mining disaster.

The cause of the disaster was due to 
firedamp.

On the 12th of January 2012, Halmer 
End Methodist Church opened its doors 
to welcome visitors to come inside and 
sit quietly to pray and remember the 
devastation which this disaster brought 
to so many members of our parish.

The disaster affected most of the 
families throughout Halmer End and 
outlying areas.  Wives were left to bring 
up their families alone, mothers never 
saw their sons again and girlfriends lost 
their  loved ones.  This indeed was a 
tragic event.

Mining was the main industry to be 
found in this area in those days and the 
Minnie Pit in Shraley Brook was one of 
the most succesful mines in the area.

There had been other accidents at 
the pit, but none had caused so many 
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The Return of The Lance Pearce Trio - In Voice and Verse

Following on from the visit of Lance Pearce, 
singer Belinda Yates and pianist Heather 
Chamberlain in December, they are to 
return to St. James Church Audley, on June 
2nd.

Together they create concerts which 
combine music with poetry,
“In Voice and Verse” celebrates the 
Diamond Jubillee of Queen Elizabeth II.  
And is called:

It will be a padgent of reading and music 
from across the centuries to celebrate the 
Nation’s Monarchs and highlights of our 
history

Previous Comments:-

“It was an extraordinary performance: 
imaginatively conceived and beautifully 
executed.”
Professor Gordon Campbell, Former 
Professor, University of Leicester.

‘Highly professional, entertaining, thought 
provoking and moving’ Jon Corthold, St. 
James, Audley.

Tickets will be £5 each and will be available from the Church Office / Administratior (Tel: 01782 722146) or by email at:
administrator@stjamesaudley.co.uk

Services at St. James Audley and St. John’s Alsager’s Bank.
All are welcome to any of our services in either church.

Holy Week and Easter  5th - 8th April 2012                       St. James’ Church Audley
Palm Sunday 1st April
8.15am  Holy Communion     (St. James)
9.30am  Holy Communion     (St. John’s)
10.45am  Service of the World (St. James)
Maundy Thursday
7.00pm   Informal Holy Communion in the context of a ‘bring and share supper’
Good Friday
10.30am  Open Air Service  (Methodist Car Park between Tesco and Co-op)
2.00pm  Mediation  (St. John’s)                                     
7.30pm  Mediation  (St. James)                                   St. Johns’ Church Alsagers Bank
Easter Day - Sunday 8th April
8.15am Holy Communion      (St. James)
9.30am  Family Communion  (St. John’s)
10.45am  Family Communion (St. James)   For any other information please contact Church Office on 01782 722146

‘ELIZABETH TO ELIZABETH’
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Audley Library Opening Times

Mon - 2.00pm to 7.00pm
Tues - 9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Wed - CLOSED
Thurs - 9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm
Fri - 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat - 9.30pm-1.00pm
Sun - CLOSED   For informationTel: 01782 720527

Audley Library Opening Times 
 

Mon   -  2.00pm to 7.00pm 
Tues  -  9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm 

Wed   -  CLOSED 
Thurs  -  9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm 

Fri  -  2.00pm-5.00pm 
Sat  -  9.30pm-1.00pm 

Sun  -  CLOSED 

Wanted!!!
Audley Parish Millennium Book 1000-2000
Can anyone help?  We have a reader in need of a copy of the 
Audley Parish Millennium Book 1000-2000.
They are willing to pay and as long as the condition is readable 
it would be accepted.  If anyone has a spare copy please ring 
01782 776431 to arrange  collection.

Back on the road to recovery!
Jo, from Jo jo’s Dog Groomers of Halmer End, would like to 
express her thanks to all the well wishers and customers, 
who have patiently waited for her to recover from her recent 
accident.  I felt it so comforting that I had my family and so 
many friends who were a tower of strength to me during a 
most painful and worrying time in my life.  Please accept my 
thanks and love for your support and best wishes to you all for 
2012.

Jo jo.

Dear Editor
I am writing to express my concern 
with regards to the article which you 
published in issue 34 of your magazine.

As a local of 37 years and horse 
rider I am utterly disgusted at the 
contempt displayed towards the local 
equestrian community.

There are hundreds of foot paths 
throughout the Audley Parish stretching 
hundreds of miles.  There is ONE 
straight bridle path which runs for about 
a mile and a half and takes about 30 
minutes to traverse,

In the article it stated that there have 
been two new bridle paths opened in 
the area, Apedale and High Lane. 

These two bridle ways are too far for 
many of the local riders to travel to and 
they have to be reached by using a very 
busy road way.

Add this to the inverted snobbery 
many people feel about horse riders, 
we are not rich and we cannot afford to 
transport our horses in lorries or trailers 
to the mentioned bridle paths.

Furthernore, horse riding residents in 
Wood Lane have no access to Apedale 
even though it is on their doorstep and 
have to go and ride for miles on a busy 
road before they enter the park.

There are approximately 10 livery 
yards in the Audley area with between 
10-30 horses per yard, between 100-
300 horses, not to mention the many 
people like myself who rent a field or 
have their own land.

Many of whom ride on the road.
Although we much prefer not to do 

so, riders have no choice because there 
is only one bridleway in the area.  For 
such a rural area horse riders have next 
to no facilities for off road riding.

Horses are powerful animals that 
are easily frightened and can panic, 
especially near fast moving traffic.  The 
British Horse Society estimates that 
there are 3,000 such accidents each 
year, about half of which occur on minor 
roads, of which Audley parish has many.

Will it take the death of a horse rider 
for the local wildlife trust to change 
their views.  The impact a horse 
and rider has on wildlife is minimal 
compared to the damage domestic 
off leash dogs can do and feral/
domesticated cats.

If the bridleway would be granted 
we all fully agree to ride with respect 
to walkers and wildlife and stay only 
on formed managed roads or areas 
designated for horse riding.

In conclusion I would like to say that 
the management team of Bateswood 
have an anti horse riding bias.  This 
is prejudice and it is discriminating 
against a growing number of local 
people who wish to explore their local 
country side on horseback.  I often ride 
across the one bridle path and only ever 
see 1 or 2 dog walkers at any time.  If 
Bateswood isn’t used by a wider section 
of the community we may lose it to the 
developers. Joanne Williams.

Dear Editor
With reference to the article in 
the December issue of the Audley 
Community News, with regards to 
Bateswood Wildlife Trust.

This nature reserve was created by 
a dedicated group of people who gave 
their time and sometimes hard work, to 
create an haven, not just for the wildlife 
but for the people of all the surrounding 
villages to visit and enjoy.

We have seen in the past a number 
of press pictures of animals in agony, 
after being caught up in fishing hooks 
and lines, some were lucky to have the 
local volunteers on hand to help rescue 
them others tragically died from their 
injuries.

Maybe you would ask your readers if 
they would want this cruelty to continue. 

Where are the anglers to be seen 
when this sort of thing occurs, no 
where in sight, it’s all left to the Wild 
Life Trust to sort out, or for them to get 
emergency treatment there as quickly 
as possible.

So therefore in view of what damage 
can and has been be caused to the 
wildlife I hope that the Borough Council 
refuses the application for fishing and 
any extension to the Bridel Way.

The Borough Council has supported 
the Wild Life Trust before and I hope 
they continue to support this dedicated 
group of volunteers, who manage this 
wild life park area.

Mr R. Parry.

*************************************
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Dear Editor
Bateswood Nature Park!
I write as a nature lover, dog owner, 
walker and horse rider.

I read with interest the article in issue 
34 of the Audley Community News 
written by a member of the Wildlife Trust 
of Batewood Halmer End.  

I admire the great work which 
members of the trust do on a voluntary 
basis to protect and encourage wildlife 
and habitats.

But we have all gone in the last thirty 
years from being surrounded by the 
noise and disruption of coal extraction 
at Bateswood, Apedale and Silverdale to 
having these wonderful facilities on our 
doorsteps.

Surely now, in the hundreds of acres 
which have been put to community use, 
there must be room for everyone to be 
able to enjoy the facilities?

We should be encouraging more 
people, of all ages, to get out into these 
community spaces and use them with 
consideration for all other users.

Extending bridle paths or allowing 
fishing on the pools will not lead to 
mass devastation of wildlife.  Indeed, my 
personal gripe is that in all this space 
there is very little for those youngsters 
who don’t happen to enjoy pottering 
about with the more middle aged of us 
to do.  Couldn’t we also find space for a 
skateboard park?

Yours sincerely  Isabel Clutton.

Dear Editor
I would like to say thank you on behalf of my children Jack & Poppy Lear, they were 
delighted to receive their prize for entering the ‘Kids Christmas Find The Santa 
Competition’ in your December issue of your magazine.

As a family, we have found the Audley Community News most useful, we’ve 
visited the Audley Library and booked tickets for the Jack and the Beanstalk 
pantomime at the Audley theatre and we are all looking forward to our visit.

We are due to move into our house in Wood Lane at the end of the month and 
we are looking forward to exploring our new surroundings, a little more with the 
help of your magazine.     Kind regards  Nicola Lear.

Dear Editor
As a resident of Audley Parish I 
attended the public meeting at Halmer 
End Methodist Church on Friday 13th 
January.  I went to the meeting to listen 
to the views of the representatives of 
the interested parties from the fishing 
and equestrian groups together with the 
Wildlife organisation.

The meeting had been arranged 
by the Borough Council outlining the 
various proposals for consideration.

I have attended many meetings 
during my 68 years of life but never 
one like this.  The rude aggressive and 
downright hostile attitude of SOME of 
the people attending was unbelieveable 
with threats and swearing being 
used.  One person even said that if a 
horserider was to fall off and be killed 
he would applaud.  What a stupid man.

I have no particular view on what is 
best for Bateswood but I have never 
spent an evening in the company of 
such badly behaved rude people.  As

   

adults we often criticise the younger 
generation for unsocial aggressive 
yobish behaviour, well here was an 
example from the older generation.

It struck me that such aggressive, 
abusive and threatening behaviour was 
so similar to what lead to the awful 
scenes we saw on the streets of this 
country last year resulting in violence 
and damage.

I was ashamed to see such 
behaviour.  I hope that the people 
concerned are suitably ashamed.  
They prevented useful question and 
answer time being given by shouting 
down anyone with a view contrary to 
theirs.  Finally I would on behalf of 
the normal well behaved members 
of our parish assure the officers of 
the Borough Council that this kind of 
mindless behaviour is not the way 
Audley parishioners normally conduct 
themselves.
Bert Proctor, Ryehills.

   

The Cubs and Scouts held a very 
successful camp at Kibblestone 
last December.  It was very wet but 
throughly enjoyed by all who took part.  
Mary Jane has joined the group as an 
Assistant Scout Leader and we wish to 
welcome her.  If there are any others 
who would like to help please get in 
touch, you would be most welcome.

Our Young Leader, Harriet Newman 
is due to be invested.  This is the first 
stage in her training and hopefully a 
long involment with the movement 
and our group.  We look forward to an 
exciting year with our headquarters’ 
plans going before the council at the 
end of January.  We wait and see.

Our group history research is bearing

results; several old members have been 
in touch, but there are more people out 
there.  Please come forward and share 
your story or pictures.  We are trying to 
produce a full record of a 100 years of 
Scouting in the village.  Share with us 
your time with the group.

The group started on the 10th June 
1912, our first Scoutmaster was a Mr 
W F Laurels and in December that year 
he was replaced by Mr W F Fishburn 
as Scoutmaster and a Mr H Proctor as 
Assistant Scoutmaster.

From this date until 1930 we have 
very little information about the group’s 
history.

Do you know of anyone who can
fill this gap?

We celebrate our 100th year in 
October, with a specially produced 
badge and a hope that our 
headquarters’ renovations will be 
completed in time.  We are aiming 
high, why not!  What have we got 
to lose?  Our aims and hopes are 
not for us the leaders but for the 
children both present and future 
who will benefit from their time with 
us.

Scouting is for life.  You will not 
forget your time being associated 
with the movement now matter how 
short a period you stay.

You can always say I was a scout 
too.  Please contact Chris Symonds 
on 01782723139 for information.

77th Audley Scouts Group
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John Cross
Sadly on 30th October 2011 in Alderley Edge, Cheshire John 
known as Jack passed away aged 96.  Jack was born in 
Miles Green and was the 7th child of George and Edith Cross.  
Although he lived all his married life in Alderley Edge his heart 
never left his home village.  Jack trained as a nurse after 
serving in the Royal Navy during the war together with his 
younger brother Albert.  He was a great raconteur and had a 
fantastic memory.

He contributed to the Audley Historical Society on 
a number of occasions and during his latter years he 
completed his own memories of his childhood in a book 
entitled “When I was a Lad”.  This book was edited by his 
daughter Jayne and copies distributed to all members of his 
large family months before he died.

His funeral was held at St Philip and St James Church, 
Alderley Edge on the 15th November 2011 and was attended 
by his 4 children, 3 of whom now live in Perth, Australia.

All who knew Jack will miss such a wonderful character 
and loving family man.  He was also a very special Uncle to 
his many nephews and nieces.

Our condolences to his children Vivienne, Martyn, Jayne 
and Hilary.

Valda Taylor
Sadly on November 25th 2011, Valda aged 90 years, passed 
away peacefully.  Valda, who lived on the Ravens Park Estate 
in Bignall End, was the dearly loved wife of the late Eddie and 
loving mum to son Paul, cherished sister to Lorna and the 
late William, adored grandmother and great-grandmother.
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell Crematorium on 
December 9th 2011.
Valda will be greatly missed by all her family and the many  
friends who knew her.  Please accept our condolences.

Reginald Tomkinson
Peacefully on Thursday 8th December at the City General 
Hospital, Reg aged 86 of Audley passed away.  Reg was the 
dearly loved husband of Rose and treasured father of Valerie, 
Stephen and Karl.  The funeral service was held at Audley 
Methodist Church on Thursday 15th December followed by 
cremation at Bradwell Crematorium.  All the donations were 
given to the Douglas Macmillan Hospice.  Reg will be missed 
by all his extended family and friends.

Betty Eardley
On the 7th December 2011 at Springbank Nursing Home 
Betty, aged 91 passed away peacefully.  Betty was the dearly 
loved wife of the late Horace, devoted mother of Kay, Andrew 
and the late Richard.  
Betty will be sadly missed by all her extended family and 
friends.  
Her funeral service was held at Audley Methodist Church on 
December 20th 2011, followed by cremation at Bradwell 
Crematorium.  
All donations were given to the British Heart Foundation.  

John Ralston
John, known as Jock, sadly passed away on the 24th 
November 2011 aged 41 surrounded by his loving family.  
Jock was the beloved son of Peggy and Sandy, brother of 
Andrew and Alison, father of Georgina and boyfriend of Lisa.
His funeral service took place at St James Church on 
Tuesday December 6th, followed by cremation at Bradwell 
Crematorium.  Donations were sent to the Samantha Dickson 
Brain Tumour Trust.

This was a tragic loss of life at such a young age and Jock 
will be greatly missed by all his extended family and friends.

Dennis Brockley
Peacefully at rest on November 30th 2011 at the Douglas 
Macmillan Hospice, Dennis aged 89  years of Ravens Park 
Bignall End.  Dennis the beloved husband of Joan and the 
adored dad to Paul and Julie and a very dear father in law to 
Sue and Rob, grandfather to Ruth. 

Dennis was a former local coal merchant for many years 
in Halmer End and then he went on to work at the Newcastle 
Borough Council Depot on the Weigh Bridge.  

He was also a former secretary of the Halmer End 
Workingmen’s Club for many years and well known for his 
horticultural skills on his allotment.  

His funeral was held on Thursday December 8th 2011 at 
the Audley Methodist Church followed by interment at the 
Audley Cemetery.  He will be so sadly missed by his family 
and friends.

Irene Howell (nee Shaughnessy) (nee Kidd)
Peacefully after a long battle with illness, Irene sadly passed 
away on the 17th December 2011 at Avalon Park, Oldham.

Irene aged 74 years was the loving wife of Danny and the 
late Graham Shaughnessy, an adored mum to Susan and step 
mum of Ian.  A dear mother-in-law, grandmother and great-
grandmother.

Irene was a former resident of the parish when living in 
Vernon Avenue Audley, a lady well known for her humour and 
lovely smile who leaves so many family and friends who will 
sadly miss her dearly.

The funeral was held on the 4th January 2012 at the 
Bradwell Crematorium.

Please accept our condolences, Irene will be so sadly 
missed by so many.

Kevin McGuire
After a hard fought battle with illness, Kevin McGuire aged 
86 years of Audley, sadly passed away.  Kevin was the dearly 
loved husband of the late Cynthia.

Kevin was a well-known character of our village who 
always had a smile on his face and a kind word whenever 
you would meet him in the village.  Kevin was also a proud 
member of the Audley Male Voice and will be sorely missed.

The funeral service was held at St. James’ Church 
on Thursday January 19th followed by interment in the 
churchyard.  

Kevin will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
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Dennis Cartledge

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Horne Brothers
When caring and understanding is most needed

Stephen Phillips
Tragically, Stephen Philips aged 52 sadly passed away at 
his home on Ravens Park Bignall End on the 31st December 
2011.

Stephen was the loving husband to Sandra, adored dad to 
Lisa and son Andrew and much loved son of Eric and the late 
Maureen Phillips formerly of Vernon Avenue Audley.

Stephen was a perfectionist throughout his life.  His 
dedication to his family was shown when Andrew his son 
addressed the packed congregation at St. James’ Church 
where they came to celebrate Stephen’s life.  Andrew 
spoke of his father’s dedication to his work, his love of his 
family and the way he conducted his life.  Stephen was a 
considerate kind hearted man, who would always put others 
first, never one to take advantage of others and always 
willing to be a leader in whatever he was involved with.

Throughout his life Stephen would always want perfection 
in whatever he did and had recently decided to take life a 
little easier, when after 25 years of window shopping for a 
caravan he was now looking forward to spending time in 
Wales with wife Sandra and his family in their caravan.

His love of sport was second to none.  He would always 
be there for his children who were both involved in sports, 
no matter what time of day or night.  Stephen had also 
orgainsed a tour of Australia for one of the local schools and 
as with anything he did during his life it all went to perfection.

Our parish has now lost a valued member of their 
community, a lovely guy whose heart was always here in our 
parish.

The funeral was held at St James Church Audley on the 
16th January 2012, followed by committal at the Bradwell 
Crematorium.

All donations were sent to help purchase cardiac 
equipment.  To all Stephen’s friends and family please accept 
our condolences.

Dennis Cartledge
Sadly on the 25th of January Dennis Cartledge of Birch Road 
Bignall End, passed peacefully away at the City General 
Hospital after a short illness.
This was the second tragic event that the Cartledge family 
received within a month, with his wife Edith passing away in 
December 2011.

Dennis who was aged 83 years, started work in a family 
bakery business in Red Street Chesterton, then became 
a well known local driving instructor, which he eventually 
developed into his own driving school.

During August of 1985 Dennis opened his first funeral 
business in the old buildings of the chapel in Wood Street 
Bignall End.  The business then moved to the purpose built 
funeral home in Ravens Lane Bignall End, being run by 
Dennis and Edith until 2008 when they were then joined 
by grandson Mark.  Eventually in April 2010 Richard their 
second grandson joined the business and is now being run 
by the two brothers.

Dennis was a dedicated man, who during his time as a 
funeral director, always showed his compassion and loving 
care for the families he had to comfort during their loss.  His 
was a family run business and to him families were what life 
was all about.  The funeral service was held at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on the 3rd of February 2012.  All donations 
went to the British Heart Foundation in memory of Dennis.
To all the family and friends of Dennis please accept our 
condolences.

Edith Cartledge
Peacefully on the 30th December 2011, aged 95 years, 
Edith Cartledge passed away at the North Staffs Royal 
Infirmary.

Edith was the loving wife of Dennis, cherished mother to 
Barbara, nan to Mark, Fiona, Richard and Diane and much 
loved great grandmother to Lauren, Danielle, Thomas, Oliver 
and Joell.

Edith, who had lived all her life in Bignall End, was the 
former wife of Jimmy Green who was tragically killed when 
working in the former Holditch Colliery in March 1949, 
having one daughter Barbara when living on Boon Hill, 
Bignall End.  Edith was a former village hairdresser, running 
her own hairdressing business from her home.

In November 1966 Edith married Dennis Cartledge and 
moved up to Birch Road, Bignall End.

The funeral service was held at the Bradwell Crematorium 
on the 11th of January 2012.

All donatione were sent to the British Heart Foundation.
We wish to send our condolences to Edith’s close family 

and all her friends who will sadly miss her.

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 or 01782 720238  

Email: mark@denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk 
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne  - R. Horne
Contact on either of the following numbers :  

01782 720719 or  01782 720238
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The New, first ever, long awaited,  
world famous Audley Games 2012

Now that the ‘Audley Day’, has shown 
what is available in the parish for 
hobbies and activities for your very 
limited, precious, spare time, the team 
at the Audley & District Community 
Centre think that we need to move 
forward.

 To this end a public meeting was held 
at the centre on the 30th September 
2011, to canvas the very different views 
of how to move forward, but to retain 
the concept of Audley Day.

Many views were put forward, but the 
consensus of opinion was to organise a 
very different type of day.

With it being an Olympic year here in 
England we would want a “Games” 
theme for the arena, where perhaps 
inter-village or inter-group rivalry would 
be apparent.  
Perhaps the Guides against the Scouts?  
Scot Hay v Miles Green? as examples.

The “Games” will be funny and 
safe, for all ages, with variations for 
the children.

The world famous, first ever sack race 
last year being a small test.  Those of 
you that saw it ( or know of Bourne 
sports days ) will testify to how funny 
this was.  

The accent being on “avin a laff”, 
as opposed to deadly rivalry.  (Oo ses 
olmerends betr than owgrs bonk? )

We also want the various groups and 
businesses in the villages to come 
forward and tell us what they do/make/
sell and to take part in the day with 
stalls etc.

We envisage fund raising by all those 
attending, again with the accent on fun 
rather than just a raffle. 

This includes all those who have 
to raise funds to support their various 
leisure, pastimes and activities 
Examples being, Audley Brass 
Band, Millennium Green Trust, First 
Responders, Scouts / Guides, Halmer 
End Wildlife Trust, Podmore Group, 
Leddys Field Group, Church Groups, 
WI, Mothers Union, Local Choirs, Audley 
Community News, the list is endless.

There is such a lot going on in the 
Parish that we are not aware of.  It 
is up to these individuals, groups, 
associations, to approach us please 
if they want to be included, all are 
welcome.  We do not wish to excluded 
anyone, businesses, pastime, leisure 
activity, associations, etc.

The only criteria being that it 
“happens” or you live in the 
Parish of Audley.

Anyone and everyone interested should 
initially approach Ron Bourne the 
Chairman of the Audley & 
District Community Centre on:
07946734008 as organiser, with 
ideas of how they wish to represent 
themselves and fund raise.

The parish of “Audley Day” to be held 
on September 1st 2012, can’t go on 
without your input and help.

It would be a great shame to lose 
the impetus of the past two successful 
years when so much enjoyment was 
apparent by all those involved who 
attended.                        Ron Bourne.

The Parish of Audley Medieval Society
Have you survived Christmas?  Has the 
last bowl of turkey stew been drained 
off?  If so, we would like to announce 
that we have those people who wear 
silly clothes back on the Millennium 
Green on the 21st and 22nd of April 
2012, for our 3rd Medieval and 
Community Fair to celebrate St George’s 
Day.  This is not just for Audley, this is 
for everyone.

However let us look back at 2011
A Pie and Pea supper was held in 

Audley & District Working Men’s Club 
on the 26th of November.  If you missed 
it, you missed a night of entertainment, 
food and drink, games, challenges and 
quizzes.  Those of you who attended, 
tell those who didn’t what a good time 
you had.  We will be having more events 
soon, so keep an eye out for posters 
and facebook advertisements.  If you 
would like to join us on facebook, just 
put a friend request in, the more the 

merrier.
We indulged you with a touch of 

nostalgia with our Jumble Sale, thanks 
to the Audley Working Men’s Club for 
allowing us to hold it in their newly 
decorated premises.

Our regular Table Top and Car Boot 
Sales are held at the Audley & District 
Community Centre on the first Saturday 
of every month with the exeption 
of January and September (Due to 
Audley Day), from 8.00am to 11.30am.  
Please come along, there are usually 
lots of bargins to be had.  Due to high 
demand for spaces at our sales we 
have had to ask stall holders to pay 
their stall fee when booking.  We will 
only reserve a space when payment 
has been received.  All monies raised 
from the events which we hold 
throughout the year go towards paying 
for St George’s weekend. 

I would like to thank those generous

people who have given their money 
and their time to support one of the 
only two St George’s Day fairs held in 
Staffordshire last year.

If you would like to join our team of 
volunteers (silly dress optional, but you 
know you really want to!), attend one of 
our meetings or to just learn more about 
our society and the history of Audley 
please contact us on:

parishofaudleymedievalsociety@ 
    hotmail.co.uk

or Contact us on 07782349524 for 
any information, including Car Boots.

Hoping to see you all again on 
the 21st and 22nd April 2012 from 
11.00am to 5.00pm, when the event 
will yet again be FREE OF CHARGE.

--------------------------
Dates of next car Boots:
3rd March / 7th April /5th 

May / 2nd June.  Indoor 
Tables £7 / Outdoor space £6.
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Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /

Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

Memorial moved for Audley Mining Remembrance Service

Audley’s community wanted to move 
a mining memorial to a better site and 
thanks to £10,000 from Aspire’s 
Realise Foundation, their 
ambition was achieved.

The mining memorial has been 
relocated from Church Bank to Church 
Street and as a mark of respect to the 
miners a memorial service will be taking 
place at St. James’ Church, Church 
Street Audley at 3pm on Sunday 4th 
March.

The service is to remember those 
who perished in mining disasters in the 
area, as well as to celebrate the hard 
work and commitment of the miners 
and their families.

Audley Brass Band will be playing at 
the service.
The Localities Action 
Partnership (LAP) was granted 
£10,000 from the Realise Foundation 
to renovate the mining memorial and to 
relocate a mining truck to a site on the 
Millennium Green.  The inscription on 
the stone that now holds the wheel was 
put together by the Audley LAP. 

Jane Lancaster, from the LAP said: “The 
miners’ memorial was in a desperate 
need of refurbishment.  The wheel was 
coming adrift from its foundations and 
the structure was generally unsafe.  
As coal mining had played such an 
important part in the history of Audley 
parish, it was felt that it was important 
to retain amd repair the memorial and 
place it in a more prominent position 
in Church Street.  The project has 
been completed thanks to the Realise 
Foundation

Will Nixon, trustee of the Realise 
Foundation:  “The memorial is now in 
a much more appropriate location.  I’m 
proud that the Realise Foundation could 
play a part in helping local people to 
achieve this”.

The mining memorial was first erected 
during the 1990s by one of our 
local village voluntary groups The 
Friends of Audley, who were also 
responsible for many other projects 
throughout our parish.

Party Popping at local Pub

Linda and Paul Shaw’s success continued at the Swan Inn 
Chapel Street Bignall End, when at the recent Stoke Beer 
Festival, they were presented with a 2011 Merit Award.

Despite only being at the public house for just over a year 
life at the pub seems to be bringing its rewards.

The picture right shows customers enjoying a night out at 
Christmas where they can be seen yet again feasting on one of 
Linda’s excellent value meals.  Why not pop in and try one of 
their £1 meals on a Wednesday between 5pm-8pm.  
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The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to:   
 
60 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

Community Award for local volunteer.

Michael Boughey, a resident of Hall Street Audley, who is a 
cancer survivor himself, has been rewarded for his voluntary work 
and in helping to raise awareness of the disease, at the recent 
Community Awards staged by the town Council.  
Michael was presented with the organisation’s main health 
volunteer award.  Michael works for the Primary Care Trust 
driving a minibus branded with cancer awareness messages to 
regional events and also Staffordshire Moorlands CVS taking the 
elderly to health appointments.

During the end of January 2012, 
26 young people from the Richard 
Heathcote Primary School in Alsagers 
Bank took part in a project with 
Sambabybike, a new community music 
project based in Wood Lane.

Sambabybike creates music and 
performance with community groups 
and promotes social change and 
environmental awareness.

Joe said ‘Samba is a brilliant medium 
for encouraging any community group 
to listen to each other and work 
together, to balance fun and focus, 
noise and silence, letting go and 
concentration.

The Samba kit can be moved about 
by bike or trailer - sometimes with my 
two year old daughter Hooli on board 
too!

During five workshops, the Year 6 group 
developed team work, musical and 
performance skills and were introduced 
to the world of carnival and Samba by 
community artists Joe Wilson & Bianca 
La Rosa.

Using the John Lennon song ‘Power 
to the People’ as inspiration, the young 
people explored the themes of power, 
revolution & community and created a 
piece for performance which combined 
drumming, dance, singing & costume.

The project culminated in a 
performance on Wednesday 1st 
February to the children’s family, friends 
and other pupils at the school.

Year 6 teacher, Mr Nash said ‘Quite 
simply, the children loved it!  They

learned so much about the rhythm, 
dance, instruments and song of 
Brazilian Samba Carnivals’

Year 6 pupil Georgia Phillips reflected 
‘We felt like a real team - no-one 
was left out’, while class mate Jacob 
Bentley-Green said ‘We blasted the 
roof off the school’ and Lewis Billinge 
described the project as ‘a fun packed 
adventure’.

Headteacher Sylvia Rizak commented 
after the performance ‘It was a pleasure 
to see and hear the children having 
such fun and what a lot they learned!  
Amazing!’

The project was funded by Alsagers 
Bank Cricket & Recreation Club.  As 
a local Charitable Trust, the trustees 
are happy to sponsor and assist the 
local community where possible even 
in these financially difficult economic 
times.  This is especially true when it 
comes to supporting the local school 
Richard Heathcote Primary and its 
pupils.

Any project like Sambabybike that 
promotes fun while learning in a 

creative, self expressive, socially 
conscious environment while 
encouraging the pupils to work as a 
team, has to be a good thing.

The trustees’ sponsorship of the 
Sambabybike project builds on the 
previous support they have given to the 
school in the past when approached 
for numerous library books by the then 
head teacher of Richard Heathcote 
Primary.  The trustees feel it is 
important to invest in the future of 
the local community through the local 
schools and its pupils.

Futhermore, the trustees wish Joe 
Wilson and the Sambabybike Project 
all the success in the future and they 
would recommend other schools who 
have not experienced the magic to do 
so.

Sambabybike is currently looking 
for funding to expand its kit and get 
another bike trailer, so it can work 
with larger groups.  The project is 
available to deliver workshops across 
the Stoke-on-Trent & Newcastle area. 
For information call Joe 
Wilson on 07527634549 or 
sambabybike@yahoo.co.uk

Sambabybike Successful Event
For Richard Heathcote School

***************************************************************

Robert Williams seen 
presenting the cheque 
on behalf of the 
Alsagers Bank Cricket 
& Recreation Club to 
the children of Richard 
Heathcote Primary 
School Alsagers Bank 
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Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk  E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk   

Secretary: 07587 153449   Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834
Caretaker Enquiries: 07587 177637  Chairman Ron Bourne: 07946 734008

POP-IN FOR A COFFEE............
We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee 
Mornings and Fund-raising Events......  you don’t need any experience, just a 
willingness to help.  If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning 
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are 
interested then just ask Ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it.  Or if 
you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008.  Thank you.

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

MONDAY
Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Contact: Annette 01782 720646.
Weight Watchers ~ 5.45pm to 8.15pm
Contact Sandra on 07897248074

TUESDAY
Baby, Soccer, ~ 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Contact Karl 07747867745
Slimming World, Sheila 07969 611659
Start 9.30am -11.30am and 4.30pm – 
8.30pm
Coffee Morning set up 8.30pm - 10pm
1st Tuesday of each month Gin & Tonic 
2.45pm to 4.15pm

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee Morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.00am until 11.30am
Zumba Dancing 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Contact Barbara on 07977211484 

THURSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm
Contact: Deb 01782 723960

FRIDAY
Audley Community News  
10.30 - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 785791
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

SATURDAY MORNING 
My BabyTime ~ Every 2nd & 4th Sat
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337

COMING UP…………

COFFEE MORNING
& BARGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FREE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

CAR BOOTS 2012
PAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat of month
For information please contact:
Sandra: 07782349524
or:
Dawn: 07921450599

Having a Party? 
Starting a Keep Fit Group 
or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a  
Public gathering? ………………  
Contact our Booking Secretary  
on 07506159834 or  
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information.

Contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008.

3rd Saturday of the month available for hire.

“It’s Good To Live In Audley Day”

September 1st 2012.
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.00 
Kids. £6.50 
OAP. £5.00 
Back & Sides. £4.00 
Grade all over. £4.00 
Wash & Cut. £8.50 
Beard Trim. £1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

Festive Season with 
Audley Brass
December 2011 was a busy time in 
the calendar for our parish Brass Band, 
with their first festive performance held 
on the 8th of December, followed by a 
number of performance throughout the 
area which included Freeport, Asda and 
many of the local villages.
Biddulph Asda was the venue on 
Saturday 17th December where 
they entertained the shoppers with 
Christmas music.

Saturday evening brought the band 
back to our village where they held 
their Christmas Concert in the Audley 
Theatre.  The Band led by musical 
director Ian Turner, who celebrated his 
first year as director brought a festive 
theme to a packed house.

An appreciative audience helped to 
make it a memorable night, as they 
joined in with many of the popular 
carols being played.

During the night’s performance the 
audience was also privileged to enjoy 
solo performances by Paul Ryder who 
played (Soloist-Soprano Cornet), Mark 
Woodvine (Soloist-Euphonium) and 
Peter Moxon (Soloist-tenor Horn)- three 
excellent musicians from our village 
band.  A musical version of the Millitary 
Wives song writen by Ian Turner, was 

also performed at the concert and on 
the following Monday morning on the 
Chris Evans radio show, the Audley 
Brass Band musical version of the song 
was played and it was accompanied 
by three choirs.  The concert night at 
the Audley Theatre, kick-started the 
Christmas theme for everyone who 
attended, a night to remember and a 
night not to be missed in the future.

The band continued with its 
Christmas festive theme the day after 
the concert, when despite the awful 
weather conditions they toured the 
Bignall End area busking during the 
morning, then on through the Audley 
village in the afternoon.  Their final 
event for the year was held at the 
Wychwood Golf Club Crewe where 
they entertained a very appreciative 
audience

of members.
Audley has a strong tradition for Brass 
Bands going back over 90 years and 
what was seen during the Christmas 
concert and over the festive season, 
shows just how rosy a future they still 
have.  Within the Band structure, they 
also have a training band, a place 
for up and coming new or returning 
members to show their skills.  There 
are opportunities for any budding 
musician to come along and try out an 
instrument, which will be supplied.  Why 
not give it a try, they are always on the 
look out for more local talent.

Practice night is held at the new 
Band Hall in Dean Hollow Audley, on 
each Thursday night.  For any more 
information please contact the group 
secretary:

 Alison Gidman on 01270 876000.
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Liberal Councillors
Advice Surgeries

Councillor Dylis Cornes
County Councillor
Tel: (01782)  720289  

E-mail:  dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Councillor Ian Wilkes
Borough Councillor

Tel: (01782)  722343 
E-mail: wkrodin@aol.co.uk

Councillor Andrew Wemyss
Tel. (01782)  723117

E-mail: andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local authority, 
which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping in close and 
regular contact with its electorate and provides a focus for 
voluntary organisations in the area.  Our council comprises of 
three wards: Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End which are 
represented by a total of 15 councillors who volunteer their time:

Mr H Proctor (Chair) Mrs V Pearson
Mr D Cornes  Mrs B Kinnersley
Mr P J Morgan  Mrs C D Cornes
Mrs A Beech  Mrs K Davison
Mr A Wemyss  Mr M Dolman
Mr P Warren  Mr E Durber
Mr T Sproston  Mr C C Cooper
Mr P Breuer

You can visit our website http://audleyparishcouncil.btck.co.uk or 
visit the 7 noticeboards across the Parish for more info, agendas 
and minutes.  If you have some good pictures taken in the Parish 
for our website, please send them to the Clerk below.

You can contact Miss Pellatt, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone 07901 692414  Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.
co.uk
Post Lyngarth, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs. ST7 8HU

You can contact Mr Proctor, the Chair of the Parish Council as 
follows:
Phone: 07900 166169  Email: ryehills.farm@googlemail.com

We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to let 
us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to the Parish.  
Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting of 
the Council.  We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month at 7pm, at venues located around the Parish.  Residents 
are able to address the council during the public participation 
session.

********************************
A Copy of the minutes from each of the meetings held by the 
Audley & District Parish Council can be found on:

 www.audleycommunitynews.co.uk

Your Parish Council 

Newcastle’s Member of Parliament
Paul Farrelly.
Advice surgeries for constituents are held each month 
at Newcastle Library as follows:-
1st Friday each month from 4pm to 
5.30pm
3rd Friday each month from 1pm to 
2.30pm

No appointment is needed and the surgeries are run on 
a first come, first served basis.

*************************************
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Football Folly

A footballer looks in the mirror
Flicking his hair side to side

He’s thinking “Gosh I look lovely”
His ego is bursting with pride.
Soon he’ll be out on the razzle

To an exclusive club in the town
The VIP lounge has a table

Where his team mates together sit down.

Their mind boggling salaries come easy
In pockets they’ve money to burn

Here’s a chance to seek out you women
Each hoping tonight is their turn
To Laugh and join in the party

Flirting and drinking champagne
Making the most of a night out

What’s to lose? there’s plenty to gain.
Preparing for such an occasion

They’ve planned for moments like this
The situation defies being dressed up to the nines

With the promise of more than a kiss.
Then casting an eye, our gullible guy

Selects a bimbo to dance
Her eyelashes flutter, her smile spread like butter

And smitten he’s lost in a trance.

With numbers exchanged and lives re arranged
They can’t wait to meet up again

Discouraging words to them are absurd
Verbal warnings expressed are in vain

And in touch by text to determine what’s next
They’re blind to the perils in store

In secret they date, everything’s great
Their feelings too strong to ignore.

One day it’s all in the papers
On TV it’s heading the news

Phones just never stop ringing
Round each corner they find camera crews

Disturbed and enraged by the story
His manager’s clearly upset

Laying down the law he points to the door
His message is no idle threat.

The footballer’s wife and young family
Are packed up determined to leave

Hurt and irate not ready to wait
For the cheat who can lie and deceive.
Yet the bimbo may well make a fortune
Declaring the footballer faces a future

Racked full of guilt and the shame.

Derrick Bates.

A Valentine’s Plea
(To Love Again)

Take this heart, bear this no pain,
Make free abundance the love again.

May tears not fall when all is said,
Just leave a sigh and nod the head.

Just turn around and walk away,
Hold tight restraint, if need be;-Pray!
To love, I now give a chance, a share,
Though must now show I really care,

But I do! Yes I do! Oh I do!

With this heart let there be no mistake,
Playing a game will cause it to break.

Though tears may fall and nothing is said,
And silent the sigh, pain held by a thread.

Turning around, and walking away,
Wanting so much to run, yet needing to stay.

To love, must I give a chance, a share,
When afraid to show I really care.

But I do! Yes I do! Oh I do!

Peter W. Hodgkins.

Audley Community News would love to receive your Poetry, 
Rhymes or funny Stories why not submit them for publication, 
contact details for the magazine can be found on page three 

of this magazine.

Audley Village 
Barbers
Specialist in all aspects of  

‘GENTS’ Hair Dressing
RATES:

OAP. £3.50 (Tue) or £4.50 (Mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00

Chrildren from. £5.50

Clipper. £5.00

Monday 12 noon - 6pm
Tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

Thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

OPENING HOURS.

Telephone DAN 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley
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Flexibility isn’t a Necessity
A few years ago Deb Auden began 
to share her passion for yoga by 
teaching it.  As she lives in Audley, 
she felt she should start a class for 
the local community.  Now the group 
has flourished and developed and the 
weekly classes serve both locals as 
well as people from out of the area.

Many people have misconceptions 
about yoga.  They think they aren’t 
flexible enough, or it would be too 
easy or it’s too wrapped up in strange 
Indian Philosophy but yoga has many 
surprises.  Flexibility isn’t a necessary 
requirement, it’s something that 
naturally happens as you begin to 
develop the practice and along with 
flexibility we also gain strength.  The 
yoga practice helps us to achieve a 
health and well being, giving a holistic 
workout to the physical structure of the 
body, including our internal organs, as 
well as balancing the breath and the 
mind and yes, we often work hard and 
get sweaty.

At Shanti & Jai yoga there is 
something for everyone.  The yoga 
poses are taught at different levels 
so that they are accessible to all; we 
work with breathing techniques and 
incorporate relaxation into each class; 
for those who are interested there is 
sometimes a thread of yoga philosophy 
which may include ways looking at 
our day to day lives or simply a story 
interweaved into the yoga practice.  We 
also have a lot of fun and laughs and 
several classes a year where all the 
money made is donated to charity.

The local yoga class meets every 
Tuesday at Richard Heathcote Primary

School at 6.30pm.  The class is ninety 
minutes long and when Deb is away 
on holiday she often arranges guest 
teachers.  All physical yoga practice is 
known as Hatha yoga and Deb teaches 
a style of hatha yoga known as vinyasa 
flow.  This simply means that each pose 
flows into the next one in a structured 
practice which is themed towards either 
one particular peak posture or an area 
of the body such as the shoulders.

As well as teaching this and other 
adult classes in Newcastle, including 
a gentle class for people who are 
less mobile, Deb teaches children’s 
yoga.  She regularly teaches at Richard 
Heathcote School as well as in other 
primary schools in the County.  She 
regularly also teaches classes in Audley, 
Nantwich, Chesterton and Clayton.
Children love Yoga and as well as

introducing a new way of getting 
healthy it develops body awareness
helping them to build strength, flexibilty, 
peace of mind and self esteem.

NEW Children’s Yoga at Richard 
Heathcote School, The Drive Alsagers 
Bank ST7 8BB.
10.30 am to 11.30am on 11th March

More dates to follow
1st Child £4.50, 2nd Child £2.50

Mums and Dads FREE.

If you would like to know more about 
Yoga or details about our classes for 
either children or adults, please do not 
hesitate to contact me:
Deb either on:
Mobile: 07515103411
E-mail: mumauden@aol.com

Deb seen centre kneeling front row at a class at the Heathcote School Alsagers Bank.

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Gary Ford.    Tel: 01782 622402   Mob: 07928661030
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Audley Male Voice Choir 2012.
A Happy New Year to all readers.

After a very successful 2011 the choir 
has a relatively quiet period in the first 
part of 2012.

Our planned Celebrity Concert which 
takes place usually two weeks before 
Easter has been cancelled because of 
the indisposition of the Musical Director 
who has been the prime mover behind 
this concert series.

The choir will continue to rehearse 
during his enforced absence at the 
usual time of 7.30pm on Thursday in 
the Audley Methodist Church Hall.

The Victoria Hall booking has been 
transferred to October 7th 2012 when 
our guests will be the Cory Band from 
South Wales, currently the best rated 
Brass Band in the World.
The cancellation of the Spring concert 
brought back memories of the 1987 

March Celebrity Concert involving 
Maryetta and Vernon Midgley which had 
to be posponed due to the effects of a 
severe snow storm during the afternoon 
rehearsal.  

Poole’s Buses from Alsagers Bank 
were unable to transport members and 
listeners to the evening concert. 
The concert finally took place two 
months later in May.

It must be said that some of our 
most hardy patrons did in fact make it 
to the Victoria Hall on the original day.

Local Concert Venues in 
prospect include Wolstanton 
Methodist Church on the 25th 
of February, Lower Withington 
Village Hall on the 19th of May, 
Astbury Church on June the 16th 
and Audley Methodist Church 
on the 24th November.

The choir held a recruiting drive in the 
latter part of 2011 and attracted twelve 
prospective members who seem to be 
settling in quite well.
For the seventh year running the 
choir attended the Douglas Macmillan 
Outdoor event in Trentham Gardens in 
December.

Our annual Dinner was held at 
the Broughton Arms on the 21st of 
January and the proceeds of a raffle 
plus a matching amount donated by 
a DHL was presented to the Douglas 
Macmillan Hospice.

WE are sad to hear that Kevin Maguire 
had passed away.  Kevin retired from 
the choir sometime ago but had had a 
long association with the choir, several 
members attended his funeral service 
held in St. James’ Church on Thursday 
the 19th of January.

Philip Broadhurst

Audley First Responders
We would like to wish everyone a 
Happy & Prosperous New Year and 
express our thanks to all who continue 
to support us.

I would personally like to thank 
Margaret Levi & Erica for their 
commitment to answer “999” calls we 
receive, each commiting around 400 
hours of their own time and also to Guy 
for his fundraising for the group.

2011 proved to be another successful 
year with 119 emergency calls being 
answered with 1,150 hours being 
covered.

Having more responders would help 
to increase this.

Fundraising was kept to a level that 
enabled us to keep responding.  We 
rely on the funds to keep us active and 
without them the scheme would have 
to stop.

Her Majesty the Queen has chosen 
volunteers to the National Health 
Service with over five years unbroken 
service to receive the Golden Jubillee 
Medal.  I will be one of those few due

to receive this medal within 
Staffordshire.

We are looking to recruit more 
responders and ask anyone who 
wishes to join us to contact us for 
futher information.

I will be looking at the way we keep 
in contact with those going through the 
recruitment process as those who have 
applied seem to have become lost 
within the process which is monitored 
and run by West Midlands Ambulance 
Service.

We will be providing more community 
involvement throughout the year with 
drop in sessions promoting health and 
the work we do in conjunction with the 
Ambulance service.

Also we are looking to set up two 
defibrillator points in the parish and 
training for local people to operate the 
device through the Ambulance service 
in conjunction with the Heart Start 
Program.  I am currently looking at 
Bignall End & Audley for appropriate 
points of access.

I am also looking to do a sponsored 
walk in the summer to help to raise 
funds, which will not be for the faint- 
hearted and I would welcome anyone 
who wishes to sponsor us for this walk 
to contact me for further information.

If anyone would like further information 
on the group or ways that they can 
help us, please feel free to contact us 
on the details provided below.

Paul Sargent Group Coordinator
Mobile 07962 265 868
Tel:      01782 723 393
info@staffssecuritysolutions.co.uk
Margaret Eardley Deputy Coordinator
Tel: 01782 720343
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Ta from Ron!
Chairman Ron Bourne and all the volunteers at the Audley 
& District Community Centre, wish to take this opportunity 
to wish the people of the parish, health and happiness for 
the New Year.

The continued support they receive towards the 
general upkeep of this fantastic local amenity from their 
visitors and volunteers is so much appreciated.

As usual the centre will be open for sales of our 
donated goods at the weekly Wednesday coffee morning 
between 8am and 11.30am.

Why not drop in and find a bargain.
We are always ready to accept anything you don’t 

want/need for our sales, from books to clothing and bric a 
brac, jewellery.

We are currently short of watches, particularly genuine 
Rolex pieces and genuine diamond necklaces and rings 
etc ???

As usual anything not sold by us then goes to other 
local groups before eventually finding its way to one of the 
many charity shops in the local area.

Nothing is thrown away unless it is broken etc.  Items 
can be dropped off at the Community Centre, either 
Tuesday evening between 8.30pm and 10pm, or of 
course at the Wednesday coffee mornings.

We also want your old plastic garden furniture, tables 
and chairs.  Odd ones or sets, discoloured or dirty it 
dosen’t matter as long as they are not broken.

These are used for the Audley Day and PAMS Medieval 
weekend and the recent Audley Brass Band concert on 
the Millennium Green

I can of course collect anything from you if you want, 
please ring me on 07946734008.

Regards Ron Bourne.

 SUCCESSFUL CHRISTMAS CONCERT

If you didn’t manage to make the Christmas Concert on the 10th 
December, you missed a treat!

This year there was no concern about snow and ice and a 
250-strong audience turned out to start the season by singing 
a few carols and being entertained by Crewe Male Voice Choir, 
Cheshire Brass, Audley Ladies Choir and Philip Cartwright.
The programme was varied-with something for everyone.

The following organisations have benefited from the proceeds 
of the concert; St. James’ Church; Crewe Male Voice Choir; The 
Salvation Army; The Alzheimers Society; Strokes R Us; Bungalow 
5 Dragon Square and STEPS.

Thank you to all who were part of this successful event.

*************************************

Event at Audley Library 
Adult Learners Week

Thursday 17th May 2012 
10am-12pm
Beginners Willow Craft.

Please contact the Library for more information and 
book a place as numbers are limited. 

TEL: 01782 720527. 

C. W. Mottram  
& Family 

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†

Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†

Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

†
Contact Conrad Mottram

Tel Audley 07900492692   01782 720057
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am, 5.00pm and 7.00pm
Tel: Lisa (new consultant)
07931 337880
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Disclaimer:
The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with 
the views or opinions expressed by contributors.  Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling 
mistakes.  To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or e-mail audleycommunity news@ yahoo.co.uk

***********************************

STUDIO 10

Curtains Made to Measure & Altered

Cushions and Soft Furnishing

Reliable and Prompt Service

Audley Area / Collect & Delivery Service

Tel: 01782 723120
Mobile: 07969 487823

We enjoyed a brillant end to 2011.  
In October we had a social evening, 
which included a couple of quizzes and 
a display of baby photos where you 
had to guess the committee member 
in the photo.  Members brought 
wedding photos and we had our scrap 
books.  It is really interesting looking 
through the old photos trying to identify 
members.  The WI was really important 
to members years ago, when their lives 
centred around being housewives and 
mothers, it enabled them to participate 
in learning new skills.  We also had 
wine and cheese and some enjoyed 
having a hand massage, an evening 
throughly enjoyed by everyone.

November’s highlight was ‘A Visit to 
Antarctica’, not literally of course but 
via a presentation by Rick Marshall, 
who had been on a expedition to the 
region.  It was very interesting and 
educational, so that when ‘Frozen 
Planet’ and ‘Batchelor King’ (about 
penquins) was broadcast on television I 
felt I had already been there through 

Rick’s talk and slides and I amazed my 
family with gems of information.

We enjoyed a lovely Christmas party 
in the Church Hall, with excellent food 
prepared and served by Beech Tree 
Catering from Shavington.  It was a 
Christmas dinner and for some, extra 
desserts, plus wine and mince pies (my 
diet went through the window!)  We 
concluded the evening with a good old 
fashioned game of bingo and a present 
from Santa.  The evening was made 
even better as there was no washing 
up; always worth a fortune!

In February we have Helen Smith, 
a local lady, showing us Japanese 
Kimonos.  March brings Gaynor Muir 
whose talk is titled ‘Fresh Hair’ and then 
in April we have ‘Paintings for Everyone’ 
with Gill Adlington.

Some of our members are going on 
a trip to London in March to visit the 
Olympic Sites, apparently there are four 
coaches going from Staffordshire.  I’m 
sure they will have a wonderful time 
before the mayhem begins.

Please contact me for any 
information about meetings.  We meet 
in the St James Church Hall at 7 15pm 
on the 4th Thursday of each month.

Contact Anne on 01782 721957.

Audley & District 
WI News

Get yourself in shape for 2012
Come and Try, Join the Party!

Classes Every
Monday 7.30 - 8.30pm @ St James Church Hall, Audley

Tuesday 10.00 -11.00am @ St James Church Hall, Audley
Wednesday 7.00 - 8.00pm and 8.00 - 9.00pm

@ Audley Community Centre
£4 per class (Come to 4 Classes Get Your 5th Class Free!)

Bring a friend and get your class half price
Please book to avoid disappointment.

Licensed Zumba Instructor Babs on 07977211484 
babsgj@hotmail.co.uk

Retirement after 
17 years service 

After over 17 years of service as our 
village dental receptionist, Eileen Smith 
retired on the 21st of December 2011.

Eileen first started as a receptionist 
at the dental practise working for Mr & 
Mrs Ball in Chester Road Audley and 
when the practice moved to its new 
position in the village, the old Midland 
Bank building, so did Eileen.

Eileen has always been a dedicated 
kind-hearted lady, who would always 
make you feel at ease whenever you 
visited the surgery.  Nothing was too 
much for her, always a kind word and a 
lovely smile.  The picture above shows 
a group of fellow workers at a small 
reception on her retirement.  

We all wish Eileen a very happy and 
healthy retirement.  She will be sorely 
missed by all the patients and staff.

 ************************
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

Auto welding specialist. 
Brakes, clutches, Tuning for 
most makes and models. 
MOT failures free estimates. 
Pre MOT inspection.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch. 

Give your dog the care it needs.

Many years experience.

Tel: 01782 721735 
357 Heathcote, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH

Bignall End Cricket Club and Miners Welfare Institute
Campaign For Real Ale Club 
of the Year Potteries Branch 
Winners 2006,2007,2008, 
2009, 2010,2011.

Voted by all Potteries 
Members Regional Finalist 
2010,2011.

Some twenty years ago it was said “that 
we could not sell real ales in Bignall 
End Cricket Club”.

Twenty years on and the bar now 
boasts four hand pumps servicing a 
varied range of cask ales all supplied 

by Simply Cask Ltd with always 
two pale beers, one stout and one 
recognised favourite.

As the demand increases we may 
need to introduce a fifth pump.

We hold two Beer Festivals every year, 
one Winter and one Summer, 2012 
being the 19th year the November 
Festival has been held.  The November 
2012 Festival will start on the 12th of 
the month.  
We have over 40 Cask Ales available 
for sampling as well as some very fine 
Ciders.

Every effort is made to cater for 
everyone’s taste and thanks to our 
supplier Simply Cask Ltd we have been 
extremely successful.

If you are involved with raising funds 
for a Club or Pub then contact:

Phil Grocott Simply Cask Ltd
07775953899

Bignall End Cricket Club is a family 
friendly club and has excellent facilities 
for any up and coming bright young 
cricket star who would be welcome 
at their club.   Indoor Bowling is also 
available and the Club has a function 
room for hire.

There may be some people in the Parish of Audley who have 
not heard of the Locality Action Partnership - usually known 
as Audley LAP.

There are eleven LAPS in the Borough of Newcastle under 
Lyme.

The scheme was initiated by Newcastle Borough to bring 
together residents (who are volunteers), councillors and 
representatives of various services.

Audley LAP, chaired by a local resident of the parish, 
meets every month.  At these meetings there are parish 
residents and representatives from the police, fire and rescue 
service, from housing associations, borough officials and 
councillors, etc.

The LAP committee has a small annual budget, provided 
by Staffordshire County Council and the Community Safety 
Partnership.  This money is used for the benefit of parish 
residents.  Events such as the Beat the Cold Day and a Safety 
Day were funded from this budget.

Money has also been donated for football tournaments, 
rock climbing, fishing competitions and the provision of 
football nets, etc.

If you would like to know more about the Audley LAP, or have 
any suggestions you would like to be considered at one of the 
meetings, please ring or e-mail one of the following:

Irene Lee  01782 742569
e-mail: Irene.lee@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Kevin Byrne  01782 742625
e-mail: Kevin.Byrne@newcastle-staffs.co.uk

********************

Audley Locality Action Partnership
(LAP)

Kids Christmas Find the Santa issue 34.
Congratulations to all our winners who received a Selection 
Box.  We wish also to thank the Audley Co-op for their 
sponsorship of our Kids Competion.

********************
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Another great year for acknowledging 
the generous spirit of the people of 
Audley, Bignall End, Miles Green, 
Alsager’s Bank, Wood Lane and Halmer 
End.

This year we waved off 484 - boxes 
decorated and filled with gifts and the 
love of the senders via Samaritan’s 
Purse to needy children worldwide.

We are nearly reaching the 500 
target and considering we began 10 
years ago by sending 56 boxes - aren’t 
we doing well?

Thanks once again to all the leaflet

deliverers, the drop off points (Library, 
Health Centre, Methodist Church, St. 
James’ and No 38 ), the box coverers 
and fillers, the knitters, the young 
people in the schools, Scouts and Youth 
Groups, the organisations - Rotary, 
Mothers Union, W.I and many more.

For all those you generously donated 
cash to make sure that the boxes leave 
us and safely fly away - and for the 
lovely, strong-armed loaders who 
safely put Ken’s bundles on board the 
van sent from Wrexham to take our 
boxes to be checked.

Once again bless you for showing love 
and kindness to children who have so 
very little and thanks for sharing love 
in a world that so often forgets what 
Christmas is really all about.

Let’s all try to make 2012 a very special 
Operation Christmas Child, let’s hit that 
target of 500.  We all know how much 
that will mean to those children who 
have so little. 

 
Barbara Jones 
Christian Viewpoint.

Another sucessful Operation Christmas Child by local volunteers.

Ravensmead Primary School
“Ravensmead Primary is a good school.  
The school provides outstanding care, 
ensuring that all pupils feel very safe 
and secure.  One pupil commented:  We 
are like one massive family”.

Ravensmead Primary school had a 
vist from ‘OFSTED’ the Office for 
Standards in Education on December 
8th and 9th 2011.

The inspector went on to say.  “The 
school’s welcoming and caring ethos is 
evident throughout and pupils follow the 
example of adults in the care they show 
for each other and being extremely 
welcoming to visitors.  Parents and 
carers highly value and are extremely 
supportive of the schools work”

The comment ‘staff seem to 
genuinely care about the children’ is 
typical of the many positive statments 
by the inspectors.

The Governing Body were delighted 
with the report as recorded by the Chair.  
See letter to parents next column.

All prospective parents are welcome 
to visit the school and meet the 
Headteacher, David Bell.

Local families may wish to note that 
this growing school already has a full 
Reception intake for September 2012, 
but there are still places for Nursery 
2012, and parents may wish to place 
their young children on a list for Nursery 
September 2013.

Dear Parents/Carers

Ofsted Report
As you are aware Ofsted carried out 
an inspection of Ravensmead Primary 
School in Decembner 2011 (8th and 
9th).

The school has now received the formal 
report and the School Staff and the 
Governing Body are extremely pleased 
with its conclusions and grades.

I quote directly from the first 2 
sentences of the main findings 
“Ravensmead Primary is a good school.  
The school provides outstanding care, 
ensuring that all pupils feel safe and 
secure’.

The three main overall judgements 
within the report all grade the school as 
Good.

The grades for the individual areas 
are all either Outstanding or Good.

There are 8 Outstanding grades 
and 20 Good grades.  There are many 
pleasing findings in the report, too many 
to detail and I would like to highlight:-

•  “ Safeguarding procedures are  
   exemplary” - Graded as Outstanding.  

•  “Pupils facing challenging 
circumstances are fully included as a 
result of the school’s outstanding care 
and support” - Graded as Outstanding.

The Governors would like to thank you 
for your extremely positive responses 
to the Parents/ Carers Questionnaires 
which indicate a very high level of 
support for the work of the school.

The school will continue to build on 
the positive points and are already 
developing an action plan to address the 
smaller number of development points 
to improve further.

The full report will be available shortly 
on both the School and Ofsted websites.

I Thank you for your support of the 
school.
Steve Swatton ( Chair of Governors).

*************************************

Audley Theatre
Next Production!!!!

‘Cat’s Cradle’

Wed-April 25th to Sat-28th

Starts 7.30pm

Murder Mystery
By Leslie Sands

Don’t miss this intriguing play!

Tickets available from either:
01782 720780 or 721588
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Anger Shown at Wildlife Public Meeting.
A meeting was held on the 13th of 
January 2012 at the Halmer End 
Methodist Church, High Street Halmer 
End, to discuss the proposed extension 
to the Bridal Way and to allow fishing in 
the lake on the Bateswood Wildlife Park.

The meeting was organised by the 
Borough Council and local councillor 
David Becket to discuss the proposals 
which have been submitted to 
Newcastle B C on the former open cast 
site between Halmer End and Leycett.

The site was opencasted during  
1970 and after all the coal was 
extracted the land was formed into a 
Wildlife Park and a section was provided 
as a Bridle Pathway and no fishing was 
to be allowed in the lake.

David Becket opened the meeting, 
where over 130 people had gathered, 
displaying a map of the area, with the 
new proposals showing.  There were 
representatives from the Newcastle 
Borough Council also at the meeting.

Councillor Becket stated that a letter 
had been sent to the people who lived 
in close proximity of the Wildlife Park 
asking for their input, but a number of 
local residents challenged his statement 
saying that they had never received a 
copy of the letter.

Councillor Becket then stated that 
whatever decision was made by the 
Borough Council, that there were no 
funds available from the Borough 
Council to pay for any work needed 
to provide the new facilities.  He also 
stated that if fishing was to be allowed, 
it would only go ahead if run by a 
recognized fishing club appointed by the 
Borough Council.

Councillor Becket then offered the 
floor to the three interested parties, 
allowing a speaker from the people 
interested in fishing to put their case 
forward first.

Kevin Phillips of Audley spoke on 
behalf of the Fishing members of the 
parish.  He stated that he was prepared 
to form a fishing club and offered to run 
the pool for members of the community.

Kevin stated that there was a need 
for more access to fishing, as there 
were insufficient pools to fish in the 
area and if fishing was allowed it would

enable the younger generation of the 
parish to participate in the sport.  There 
was also the need to make the lake 
area accessible to the disabled and that 
the Wildlife Park was provided for all 
parishioners to use.

In reply local residents stated that 
there was a no fishing policy on the 
lake and despite notices stating this, 
people still came and fished the lake.

Over the years a number of wildlife 
have had to be destroyed or were 
badly injured by fishing hooks and line 
tangled around their bodies.  People 
who came to fish were even camping 
on the site and having fires, rubbish 
was also being left which had to be 
removed by the Wildlife volunteers .

Despite the no fishing notices, the 
Wildlife volunteers and local residents 
said even if the police were contacted 
no action was taken and there was 
insufficient patrolling by the Borough 
Council wardens.

It was also brought to notice that 
there had been a fishing pool provided, 
just off Red Hall, Cloggers Pool, where 
thousands of pounds had been spent 
to provided the local people with a 
fishing pool.  The pool is now covered 
with weeds and can’t be fished.  The 
meeting was told that the pool was 
not deep enough for fishing, so local 
residents said why can’t that pool be 
repaired to provided a local fishing 
pool instead of the possibility of ruining 
another one.

The spokesperson for the Bridle 
Extension was Norma Jean Rider.

She told of the need for a larger 
Bridle Way to allow the ever growing 
needs of the local horse riders to be 
met, as there were over 30 liveries in 
the area with more than 300 horses.

She also said that horse riding on 
the local road was quite dangerous 
and horses need to be exercised on 
a regular basic.  This would also be 
an opportunity for the Bridle Way to 
be used by disabled riders to become 
part of the ever growing sport of horse 
riding.  Policing of the new Bridle Way 
would be done by the riders clubs 
themselves.
Local residents complained about the

environmental damage done by some 
horse riders tearing up paths etc and 
conflict with walkers and their dogs.

There was growing concern over the 
close proximity of the new proposed 
Bridal Way being only one metre away 
from the public footpaths, with just a 
strip of grass between.  Concern was 
shown with regard to the lake area, 
where if the proposal is given the go 
ahead, there would be horse riders, 
fishermen and walkers with their dogs 
within a metre of each other.

It was also stated that these 
proposals had been flatly refused 
before by the Borough Council.

Spokesman for the wildlife trust, 
Alan Knipe Smith, stated how much 
time, money and effort had gone into 
providing a Wildlife Park for the people 
of the parish.  Bulbs, plants and trees 
had been planted, seating areas had 
been provided and an island on the 
lake for the swans.  It was now a 
wildlife haven, with so many species 
of birds and wildlife, which could all be 
destroyed by the new proposal.

Councillor Becket on more than 
one occasion threatened to close the 
meeting as members of the public were 
constantly showing their anger.
Questions were asked if these 
proposals went ahead what about the 
car parking facilities, as there would be 
a possibility of  horse boxes bringing 
horses and their riders to the area 
and that the car parks are not big 
enough to take any more traffic.  Also 
had the Borough Council done a risk 
assessment study on the new proposed 
Bridle Way and also would toilet 
facilities and extra parking be provided.

Access for the disabled was also a 
concern.  Councillor Becket, once again 
emphasised that there was no funding 
available for the proposal.

At the end of the meeting an 
offer was made by a member of the 
Wildlife Association Trust to take a few 
members of each group to other areas 
which already provided these facilities.

Councillor Becket closed the meeting 
saying all the information would now 
be passed onto the Borough Council for 
further discussion.
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HEATHER NIEWDACH

BSc (Hons). MChS.

Home Visiting Chiropody/Podiatry Practice
(Alsager and surrounding area)

Tel: 01270 883573
Mob: 07852 204335

Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

AUDLEY ELECTRICS
All Domestic Work Undertaken

Inspection and Testing Including.

Call:  Geoff Matthias your local 
Electrician for details and estimates

Tel: 01782 721429
Mobile: 07876036052

The Rotary Club have had a very busy, 
but successful Christmas and New Year.

Yet again, the villages in our area 
have been wonderfully generous.

The Santa collection raised a 
marvellous £4,400.

These donations will be used to fund 
our various charity projects during the 
year and helps us to be able to respond 
quickly to new, urgent needs.

Thanks also to our many Rotary 
friends who helped with collections and 
in particular our drivers.  The biggest 
thank you, though, must go to Santa 
himself, for helping us out in what I’m 
sure is a particular busy time of year.

The ‘Tree of Light’ has raised 
approximately £500 for The Donna 
Louise Trust.  

From all of the Rotary Club, a very 
big ‘thank you’ to all of the people in 
our community who contributed so 
much.  With the current economic 
climate, your generosity is particularly 
remakable.

November saw our annual curry 

 can provide clean drinkable water 
where it is otherwise unavailable.
We continue to work with our 
community and are actively supporting 
the First Responders and local 
organisations such as Audley Football 
Club and the Scouts.

Now that the schools are back after 
the Christmas break, we will be working 
closely with the primary and secondary 
schools.

On the social side, we all enjoyed our 
Christmas meal at the Butchers Arms 
Audley and we have had some very 
interesting speakers over the last few 
months.

We are also through to the next 
round of the District Quiz and District 
snooker competition.

Rotary Contacts:

Public Relations:  Neil Ginnis  01782 
721483 neilginnis@atosorigin.com
Secretary:  David Royle  (01270 
750668 lowe.royle@mscable.com)

Website:
http://www.audley.net/rotary

The Rotary Club of Audley

Fame for Bignall End Trio.

Bignall End was well represented at the New Vic 
Theatre when Georgia Phillips aged eleven, a pupil

of the Richard Heathcote School, Maxwell Jeffries aged eleven of the Sir 
Thomas Boughey High School and Newcastle-under-Lyme School pupil 
Katya Fowler aged thirteen were all selected to take part in the recent 
production of ‘Alice in Wonderland’, during Nov 2011 and Jan 2012.

Reviews of the show read: Evening Sentinel: A Magical show! One of 
The Best! 5 stars!  The Guardian said: It was frabjous! “A wonderful box 
of theatrical tricks...bursting with invention” 4 stars!  We at the magazine 
wish to congratulate all three of our junior performers.

night at the ‘Evening Spice’ in 
Madeley.  This raised over £600.

This will be donated to ‘Mary’s 
Meals’.  Mary’s Meals is a global 
movement that sets up school feeding 
projects in some of the world’s poorest 
communities, where hunger and 
poverty stop children from gaining an 
education.

They provide one daily meal in 
a place of education in order to 
attract chronically poor children into 
a classroom where they gain an 
education that can, in the future, be 
their ladder out of poverty.

A number of Rotarians and friends 
also took part in a walk from Mow 
Cop to Market Drayton and raised a 
marvellous £900.  The money raised 
will be donated to Rotary’s ‘Life Straw’ 
project.  

Life Straw® is a portable water filter 
that effectively removes all bacteria 
and parasites responsible for causing 
common diarrhoeal diseases.

It requires no electrical power or 
spare parts and can be carried around 
for easy access to safe and clean water.
Used in the third-world, these devices 

******************************************
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Mothers’ Union of Audley

Who we are and what we do!

Mothers’ Union is a World Wide Christian organisation which 
believes in promoting the values of stable relationships, most 
particularly within marriage and family life, not just in far flung 
parts of the world but also right here in Audley.

2011 saw a local family nominated for an “Away from 
it All” short break which was very much enjoyed and 
appreciated.

We have a regular Friday morning “Coffee Time” 
every week from 10am till 12noon held in St James 
Church Hall Audley.  We would love to welcome you for 
a drink and a chat.  Please call in sometime.

A Lent Course is planned for 5 Tuesdays starting on 
the 28th February this year.  Why not come and find out what 
Easter really means, great for people who don’t usually come 
to church.

As you will be aware 2012 sees the celebration of the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  To commemorate this 
occasion Mothers’ Union purchased a kneeler for the Church 
which we plan to stitch and place in the church as a lasting 
memorial of the event.  This will go alongside the ones created 
for Her Majesty’s Silver and Golden Jubilees.

We feel that many people in the village might like to be a 
part of this so we are organising a “Coffee, Cake and 
Stitch” morning for Saturday 17th March 10am to 
12noon in the Church Hall.  For just £1 per person 
you will be able to share coffee and cake and put a stitch or 
two into the kneeler.  (Stitches will be supervised by an expert).

March the 18th is Mothering Sunday and our 10-45am 
service will be especially family friendly with flowers and a card 
being presented to every mother present.  DO come and join 
us.

Advanced notice:
We plan to hold another Christmas Tree Festival between the 
8th to 16th of December this year, with the “Big Christmas 
Singalong” on Thursday the 13th December.

Letters will be sent out in June but if you would like to 
register before then please phone Dorothy on: 01782 721576.

Quick checklist: 
National Marriage Week. 7th to 14th February.
Lent course begins 28th February for 5 weeks.
Coffee, Cake and Stitch Saturday 17th March, £1 to leave your 
mark in History.
Mothering Sunday 18th March 10-45am Family Service.
Christmas Tree Festival 8th to 16th December - register NOW!

Forthcoming meetings
15th February, Mrs Chris Slade
16th March, Your Gift?  Discover and Celebrate.
19th April Spring Get Together.
 
For more information please contact Annette on:
01782 721058.

Find The Easter Eggs
Under 10 Kids competition

10 Easter Eggs to find throughtout the 
magazine 10 Eggs to be WON!

Send entries to the Editor details on page 3 before the 
25th of April, include your details & phone number.

Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854

GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD

DRIVE DIG OFF

NE

W FOR 2012
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For a Free quote please contact:   
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing

Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son 
Seasonal baskets, bedding plants, 

container plants, perennials & shrubs.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett, 
Newcastle Staffs.  01782 624399

Free range eggs  FOR SALE

Happy Birthday 
Christian Viewpoint

21st Birthday Celebrations
Come along and help us to celebrate

March 1st - Pub Quiz
7.30pm Audley Cricket Club with Jim Lowe

Includes Pie and Pea Supper, £6.
Details from Wendy 01782 720381

May Bank Holiday (7th May)
Vintage and Craft Fair

St. James’ Church Hall - 10.30am to 3pm
Entrance FREE.

******************************************

Hello
Just wondered if you would like to join us on Sundays 

10.30am at the Audley Methodist Church
New, Road, Bignall End.

Friendly atmosphere, Famililies welcome
Junior Church activities every Sunday.

Let’s seek God together.

We also invite you to the weekly activities in our large hall.

Mondays - Mature Moves at 10.30am, Tots & Co 1.00pm
Tuesdays - Bowls at 2.00pm, Cameo Ladies Group at 7.30pm
Wednesdays - Sewing Classes 10.30am,  Discovery Youth 
Club for 6-11 year olds 6pm, Badminton 7.30pm
Thursday - Sewing Classes 10.30am, Audley Male Voice 
Choir 7.30pm
Fridays - Craft Club (fortnightly) 10am, Bowls 2pm
Contact Audley Office for more information 01782 722755 

***************************

*********************

Audley Brass Band 
Forthcoming Events

Sunday 4th March, St. James Church Audley 3pm.
Sunday 11th March, Area Contests Bedworth.
Thursday 17th May, St. Marks Church, Shavington.
Saturday  May, Patrons Concert, Audley Theatre 7.30pm
Friday 1st June, Whit Friday Marches.
Sunday June 24th, Hankelow Village Fair.
Saturday September 1st,  Audley Day.
For more information contact: Alison on - 01270 876000

North Staffs Music Hall Association

Presents its 23rd Annual Show at the Audley 
Theatre
Wed 7th March to Sat 10th March 
Starts - 7.30pm 
For tickets ring: 

01782 621773 or 01270 884074 

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEL: 01782 720212  FAX: 01782 722089 
WEB: www.seedmerchants.com  EMAIL: rileys@fsmail.net

WILLIAM RILEY & SONS LTD.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE - 
AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

01782 720622

The Swan Inn
Chapel street bignall end

Linda & Paul your hosts welcome you

Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area

Extended range of magazines. Confectionery; 
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery.

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

LIVE FOOTBALL  
EVENTS EVERY WEEKEND
Real Ales from £2.50

7 GUEST BEER’S  
ALWAYS AVAILABLE  
4 CIDERS AT ALL TIMES.

2 Real Coal Fires
Meat Raffle Fridays
Duke Box 
Monday Darts

MONDAY & 
THURSDAY 
DOMINOES

“EAT FOR A £1.00” 
EVERY WED 5PM TO 8PM 

Accustic night every 
2nd Wednesday of 
the month.

STOKE GAMES
SHOWN!!!! 

Quality local & home reared  
BEEF, LAMB,  

PORK & POULTRY.  
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

GLUTEN FREE OAT CAKES & 
SAUSAGES NOW AVAILABLE



MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green will take care of it.  We can  

also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a  
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take  

care of your vehicle.

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.

DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS - 
CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

21 RAVENS LANE, BIGNALL END.   TELEPHONE 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
Need to send a fax or have  
something laminated? We are agents for 
DRY CLEANING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BUILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSULATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

HORSLEYS

63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY.  TEL: 01782 720507

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about 
everything you could possibly need all under 
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, fishing tackle, 
pet food even horse feed - the list goes on and on.  Basically 

everything apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell 
plugs.  Drop by and take a look for yourself.

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

BEDDING PLANTS, CONTAINER PLANTS
COMPOST & GRASS SEED 

FOOD RE-CYCLE BAGS NOW AVAILABLE


